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Research on residues – company assistance required 
 
Dear members, 
As you may know the Reference Points for Action (RPA) for Chloramphenicol (CAP), Nitrofurans and 
their metabolites (NFs) will be reduced by 50% and these lower RPAs will come into force as per 28 
November 2022. These RPAs are reduced from 0,3 to 0,15 µg/kg for CAP and from 1,0 to 0,5 µg/kg 
for NFs. 
This may have an effect on the number of rapid alert notifications related to the import of salted and 
dried casings into the EU, in addition to the requirement as of January 2023 that all EU member states 
will be obliged to test a minimum of 2% of the imported consignments of casings. 
 
Based on the period 2000-2019, out of 85 rapid alerts on casings and residues in total, 27 were caused 
by the presence of SEM (semicarbazide), a metabolite of nitrofurans, a group of antibiotics which use 
is forbidden in animals intended for human consumption. 
 
Recent scientific research and 2021 EFSA report1 on the presence of nitrofurans and their metabolites 
in gelatine indicate that SEM cannot be considered as an unequivocal marker of the abuse of 
nitrofurazone in animal production. Literature indicates that SEM could occur in food products such 
as gelatine, during food processing, arising from the use of disinfecting agents and/or from reactions 
of various food components. 
Initial tests involving casings suggest that the confirmed presence of SEM in various samples may also 
be the result of this process. 
 
We have therefore decided to further investigate this occurrence of SEM in casings, for which we 
require the assistance of those companies that were involved in a rapid alert notification on SEM. The 
aim is to do a full traceability analysis of the affected shipments, to determine country of animal origin 
and country of product origin involved. 
In addition, we want to study casing production procedures and have water samples analysed in the 
possible (unknown) presence of chlorine-based detergents that may cause the occurrence of SEM in 
casings. 
Thirdly, we intend to start a research project to determine under what conditions SEM may be 
produced during the standard processing of casings. 
 

 
1 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6881  

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6881


 

We fully understand the delicate nature of this request, but with your participation you ultimately help 
yourself / your company / the casing industry by providing evidence that the presence of SEM is not 
automatically due to the illegal use of nitrofurans in animals from which the casings are derived. 
The afore-mentioned EFSA report supports this position and for crayfish a derogation on SEM is 
already in place in EU legislation. 
 
All information provided will be treated confidential and any details included in a final report will be 
made anonymous. 
 
We trust and expect that some of you will answer our call for assistance, so that together we can 
develop strong arguments with clear evidence and product flows. 
 
ENSCA Task Force 
The specially formed ENSCA Task Force (ETF), dedicated to work on the sustainability goals has 
received one last additional member, being Mr. Michael Bongartz. 
It now consists of the following members: 
- Reichherzer, Mr. Christian Frey 
- Van Hessen, Mr. Rob Schouten 
- Gelhard, Mr. Arnd Gelhard, 
- CDS Hackner, Mr. Michael Hackner 
- BOA, Mr. Christian Billon 
- Hestreda, Mrs. Jacqueline Streckfuss 
- Bongartz, Mr. Michael Bongartz 

 
After the summer we intend to organize a first (online) meeting to further discuss our agenda and 
action points. 
 
UECBV 
Attached to this PM is a note from UECBV, detailing the changes to their Secretariat’s Team. Mrs. 
Ingrid Morvan will officially leave on July 15th and Mrs. Hélène Simonin is introduced as the new 
Director Sustainability and Food Policy. 
We look forward to start a warm and successful collaboration with the new UECBV Team. 
 
Reminder ENSCA General Assembly 
As a kind reminder we would like to bring to your attention ENSCA PM 304, for your registration to 
the ENSCA GA in Florence & hotel reservation. Please note that the final deadline for registration 
is August 1st. 
 
Over the next few weeks, the ENSCA office is closed for the holidays. 
However, we will remain available for urgent issues and we will continue to monitor any relevant 
events. 
 
Wishing you all a great summer, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Heike Molkenthin. 



 

 
 
 


