
 

- “From the President’s desk” - 
 

Ellerbek, September 9th, 2022 
 
 
 
Ref: PM 309 
Subjects: Investigation on residues – ENSCA GA 
 
 
Investigation on residues 
 
Dear members, 
In ENSCA PM 306 from July 8th, we already informed you about the new Reference Points for Action 
(RPA) for Chloramphenicol (CAP), Nitrofurans and their metabolites (NFs) that will come into force as 
per 28 November 2022. Given the importance and possible impact of these changes we hereby share 
this information with you again. 
These RPAs are reduced from 0,3 to 0,15 µg/kg for CAP and from 1,0 to 0,5 µg/kg for NFs. The 
legal reference is Commission Regulation (EC) 2019/1871. 
 
Any analysis done on casing samples which are randomly selected as part of a standard border 
inspection on entry into the Union will have to meet these new criteria. 
This may have an effect on the number of rapid alert notifications related to the import of salted and 
dried casings into the EU after this date. In addition to this requirement, as of January 2023 all EU 
member states will be obliged to test a minimum of 2% of the imported consignments of casings. 
 
In addition to this requirement on stricter RPAs at EU entry, the existing requirement for all casings 
exports from China to the EU is also affected. In accordance to Commission Decision 2002/994/EC, 
in force since 2002, all shipments need to be accompanied by this additional certificate indicating 
that the casings have been tested and the results are now below the new RPAs of 0,15 µg/kg for 
CAP and 0,5 µg/kg for NFs. These new RPAs need to be included on any additional certificate issued 
on and after 28 November 2022. 
 
Concerning the possible presence of CAP residues in casings there is ample scientific evidence that 
indicate a natural occurrence of CAP isomers (CAP-like compounds) in vegetation used for animal feed 
or bedding. Their presence may then result in an unforeseen positive outcome in a product of animal 
origin (meat, milk, casings) with no apparent link to the illegal use of Chloramphenicol as an antibiotic 
in the animal from which the casings are derived. 
 
We will now further investigate whether laboratory analysis techniques, used for the screening and 
quantitative analyses on CAP residues, can distinguish between these natural and synthetic CAP 
isomers and how Rapid Alert Notifications on CAP in casings could possibly be prevented by using the 
more specific analysis techniques. 
 
 
 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1871&qid=1655978071742
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1871&qid=1655978071742
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002D0994-20150703&qid=1655991754920


 

ENSCA GA 
With only two weeks to go before we meet in Florence, please find attached to this PM the updated 
list of participants. 
Next week we will send you the financial update 2022 and budget proposal for 2023. In addition, the 
long-awaited revision of the ENSCA cGGP is now completed and when approved by the ENSCA Board 
it will also be circulated, together with an update of all EU legislation applicable to the production and 
trade in casings. 
 
During the General Assembly on Sunday September 25th, we will present more backgrounds on the 
transition to a sustainable food system applicable to the casing industry, as foreseen in the European 
Farm to Fork Strategy (see also ENSCA PM 301). We will also present the recently formed ENSCA 
Task Force and highlight their initial agenda and action points. 
 
Looking forward meeting you all in Florence, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Heike Molkenthin. 
 
 
 


