
 

- “From the President’s desk” - 
 

Ellerbek, December 1st, 2022 
 
 
 
Ref: PM 313 
Subjects: clarification on import HC – reminder on residues 
 
Clarification on import HC 
 
Dear members, 
Over the past weeks we have received several messages from different members on how to complete 
the import HC correctly. Discussions arose when some shipments and their documents were inspected 
for entry into the European Union at Border Control Posts. 
 
These discussions focused on the correct completion of Box. I.27 of the model CAS certificate. 
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As a result of these discussions, we have been in contact via UECBV with the EU COM services and 
have received a clarification. 
 

- Identification mark: according to Regulation (EC) Nº 853/2004, Annex II, the identification 
mark must indicate the approval number of the establishment and the name of the country 
(written in full or as two-letter code / ISO standard). 
However, the exact same information is to be provided under the requirement ‘Approval or 
registration number of plant / establishment’. 
The EU COM services have now decided that an amendment to Box. I.27 model CAS will be 
made, removing the requirement ‘Identification mark’. This way the same information needs 
only to be entered once in the same text box. 
 



 

The legal amendment will take some time. For the interim period, EU member states will now be 
informed and requested to show some flexibility on this particular point. However, it was also made 
clear that the final decision on each non-compliance detected at the BCPs is always up to the 
competent authorities of the Member States. 
 
On a different subject, we have checked the certificate examples that we shared with the industry via 
ENSCA PM 305 (dated June 26th) and the third edition of the explanatory note and compared it to the 
current official version now in force (see consolidated version July 16th, 2022, Chapter 27, LINK). All 
examples circulated are exactly the same as the official version of the certificate. 
 
Any reference to the shipment weight as total net weight/ gross weight (kg) needs to be entered in 
Box I.26. 
 
Please check with your suppliers that the correct version of the import certificate for casings is used 
and completed correctly. This will avoid any unnecessary discussions, delays and extra costs on entry 
into the EU. 
 
Reminder on residues 
 
As of last Monday, November 28th, the new Reference Points for Action (RPA) for Chloramphenicol 
(CAP), Nitrofurans and their metabolites (NFs) have come into force. Given the importance and 
possible impact of these changes we hereby remind you of this change. 
 
These RPAs are reduced from 0,3 to 0,15 µg/kg for CAP and from 1,0 to 0,5 µg/kg for NFs. The 
legal reference is Commission Regulation (EC) 2019/1871. 
 
Any analysis done on casing samples which are randomly selected as part of a standard border 
inspection on entry into the Union will have to meet these new criteria. 
This may have an effect on the number of rapid alert notifications related to the import of salted and 
dried casings into the EU after this date. In addition to this requirement, as of January 2023 all EU 
member states will be obliged to test a minimum of 2% of the imported consignments of casings. 
 
In addition to this requirement on stricter RPAs at EU entry, the existing requirement for all casings 
imports from China to the EU is also affected. In accordance to Commission Decision 2002/994/EC, 
in force since 2002, all shipments need to be accompanied by this additional certificate indicating 
that the casings have been tested and the results are now below the new RPAs of 0,15 µg/kg for 
CAP and 0,5 µg/kg for NFs. These new RPAs need to be included on any additional certificate issued 
on and after 28 November 2022. 
 
We kindly ask you to ensure these new requirements are met by the imports from all third countries 
and that the additional certificates issued for all casings imported from China refer to the new RPAs. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Heike Molkenthin. 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02020R2235-20220716&qid=1669804228308
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1871&qid=1655978071742
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1871&qid=1655978071742
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002D0994-20150703&qid=1655991754920

